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his influence to have it again placed on the
Estimates. I know that the Honorary Min-
ister is anxious that some long overdue im-
provements should be carried out so that
we may invite people to reside there with
some degree of comfort. The present con-
dition of the building is certainly not in
keeping with the surrounding natural
beauty. One has only to go to New Zea-
land to see how the Government in that
dominion cater for the tourist, They have
risen to the occasion and provided accom-
modation in such a manner that a
person who goes there for a day or two
almost invariably stays a week or longer.
I wish to say a few words only
about the report of the Agricultural Bank
Commission. Until we get that document,
it is hardly fair that we should eriticise it.
I can, however, say I am sorry that the
Comumission, as far as we have been able
to gather from the report published in the
Press, have dealt with unneeessary severity,
with some of those who are alleged to be
responsible for the position in which the
Bank now stands. The Commissioners no
doubt realised that they bad a duty to per-
form, but they might have carried it out
in a nicer manner. Another matler to whieh
I wish briefly to refer is the question of
sireet betting. This also is a pet subject
of mine. Street betting is even more ram-
pant to-day than it ever has heen, and that
again is a powerful indictment against our
methods of keeping law and order.

Hon. J. Cornell: Governments have been
trying to keep it down as long as 1 ean
remember.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Governments have
never made any real atlempt to suppress
or control it, and it has now got to the stage
where school boys almost ¢an go into alley-
ways and have their sixpences and shillingz
on a horse.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Street betting is a°
zood source of revenue.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Not at all,

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Yes, by way of the
fines that are imposed.

Hon. W. J. MANN: The fines have fallen
off lately. Perhaps the police bave got tired
of raiding the betting shops. There was a
time when the police apparently thought it
their duty to assist in increasing the revenue
of the State by raiding betting shops
on Saturday afterncon, but latterly the raids
have slumped.
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Hon. J. Cornell: The police take the shops
in turns.

Hoo. W. J. MANN: No, one man ¢om-
plained because he was ¢aught again out of
his turn. I shall belp the Government in
any attempt that is made to control shop
beiting. We cannot stamp it out, so the
next best thing is to control it. Consider-
able revenue is lost by our failure in this
direction. Registered bookmakers have to
pay & tax, and I am told that the monky
that passes through their hands is nothing
in comparison with that received by the shop
bookmakers who do not pay tazation. For
that reason alone, we should control shop
betting. I support the motion.

On motion by BR. G. Moore, debate ad-
Jjourned.

House adjourned at 7.53 p.m.

Aegislative Hssembly,
Tuesdey, 14th Angust, 1934,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fiftk Day.
Debate resumed from the Dth August.
HON. N. EEENAN (Nedlands) [4.35):

In common with other members who bave
already spoken on the Address-in-reply to the
Lieut.-Governor’s Speech, I also intend to
speak only at short length. The outstanding
feature of the debate so far as it has pro-
gressed has been a relnctanee in members to
take any part. This is not at all to he
wondered at, becanse there is nothing in the
Speech of the Lieunt.-Governor to invoke
enthusiasm, and very little to warrant any
comment at all. As nearly as possible that
Speech fills the definition of a line of geo-
metry inasmuch as it has length and nathing



86 [ASSEMBLY.]

else. Tf only an utterance of that character
can he submitted for the consideration of
members of this House and another place, it
might well be that the formality shonld be
dispensed with altogether. But of course
the Speech need not he a bald nnd uninter-
esting narrative suech as we have had placed
before us; it should he a plain and
clear statement of the policy of His
Majesty’s Ministers to meet and deal
with the present difficulties which the
people of the State ave suffering
mnder. It might be alsa o plain
statement of the legislative and execu-
five acts to which they intend to resort in
order to aeccomplish that desired end. But
where in the Speech can we find n single
word which would even serve as an index to
those intentions? Such legislation as is
mentioned in the Speech is only legislation
which might nowadays be deseribed as
a hurdy amnual, for 1n  our pre-
sent circumstances it oceurs year in
aml  year out., For the rest of the
Speech, it is merely a re-hash of reports nnd
publications of the State Statistician. Yet
if ever a time existed when it wns the houn-
den duty of the Government to point ou,
not only to the House but to the people of
the State, the course they intend to purrue,
and the remedies for our present ills which
they intend to adopt, and the hopes and ex-
pectations they have of success, surely such
a time is now. Even a candid disclosure of
the financinl position, how the State
will stand in the future in regard fto
its finances, how that future will he
affected by the 1report of the TFed-
eral Grants Commission, or by the policy
ndumbrated if not adopted hy the Loan
Council—all that would he matter of infinite
importanee and transcending interest.  Why,
Mr. Speaker, the matter that was denlt with
by the Premier in his interview with the
Press when he returned from the Eastern
States was far more important than any-
thing that appears in any part of the Lieuf.-
Governor's Speech.

The Premier: As a matter of fact, T did
not give any interview to the Press when 1
returned.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Perhaps I should say
the interview or statement which was fur-
nished by the Premier.

The Premier: No, none appeared when T
returned from the East.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Well, if given the
necessary time, I feel sure I con produce

one, which must have been furnished by the
Premier or was wholly imaginary. However,
I am giving credit to the Premier for o
statement both interesting and important,
although necessarily somewhat sketchy; cer-
tainly infinitely more important than any-
thing which appears in the Lieut.-Governot™s
Speech which, after all, is the product of
the brains of all the Ministers,

The Premier: And so it onght to hue betier
than my statement, if such a statement had
appeared.

Hon, N. KEENAN:
that is so.  However,
complete lack of matter in Ilis Ta-
cellency’s  Speeeh, members are  not
relieved from the duty of dealing with
thoze mutters of importance which should
have been dealt with in the Speech. It is
absolutely neccssary to enll the attention of
members of this House and of the people of
the State to the true condition of aftairs, the
true picture of the future which lies before
us. There is a distinet campaign being
launched, not to work ourselves out of our
troubles, which would be indeed a very com-
mendable course, but to falk oursclves out
of our troubles. The Premier himself, not-
withstanding utterances to the contrary
made by him on cerfain occasions, lends
himself to this propaganda. In a re-
eent issue of the “Financial News,” of
London, an issue specially dealing with the
development of gold mining i Western
Australia, on the front cover is a fore-
word contributed by the Premier, and that
foreword emphasises the fuet that Western
Australia was able to meet and surmount
the cffeets of the depression by the sue-
cessful development of the gold mining in-
dustry. Neo one for a moment challenges
the faet that the gold mining industry has
done, nud is doing, very mueh to alleviate
the effects of the depression; without Lhe
aid of that industry, [ think it wonld be
difficult to say to what deplbhs the depres-
sion might not have reached in Western
Australia. But we are merely living in a
fool’s paradise if we imagine that the sue-
eess of that industry bas been or ever could
he so great as fully to counteract the effects
of the depression. What are the faets?
The money value of onr production,
our total national income for the
vear ended the 30th June, 1929, was
£31,611,900., The last year for which
it is possible fo get returns, namely
the vear ended on the 30th June, 1933, as

Yes, presumnably,
hecanse of this
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compared with the year 1928-20, showed
a shrinkage in the value of our produection,
apart fremn the gold mining industry, te
the extent of £7,600,000. Most fortunately
the gold mining industry showed a wonder-
ful revival in the course of that period to
the extent of £2,600,000. XNevertheless, the
net deerease, after allowing for that marvel-
lous inecrease by the gold mining industry,
the fall in our mnational income was
£5,000,000, 2 colossal fizure amounting to
over £10 per head of every man, woman,
and child of the population. The diminution
in the numher of those receiving susten-
anee, is referred to in the Speech. As to
that being any sign of returning presperity,
undoubtedly it would be so if they had gone
off the sustenance roll to be absorbed in
industry; but that is far from being the
case; they ure suuply being employed as
sustenance workers in doing what is called
sustenance work. The work i1s of every
kind and description, and i1s paid for out
of horrowed moneys. Tt is true the charge
against Consolidated Revenne is consider-
ably reduced, but in corresponding de-
gree, -the charge against loan moneys is in-
creased. The result therefore, is merely to
disgnise the evil, and not to cure it.

The Minister for Employment: The hon.
member knows that is ineorrect.

Hon. N. KEENAN: T know it to be cor-
reet.

The Minister for Employment:
rot!

Hon. N. KEENAN: It is no use the Min-
ister interjecting in that fashion. I am
saying what I know to be correct. I feel
snre memhers of the Tlouse have over and
over again asked themselves, as [ eannot
help asking myself, how Jong this state of
affnirs will econtinue. How long ean we go
on borrowing huge sums as we are borrow-
ing to-day, not fo earry out any great public
works, which, if earried out, would he a
source of employment on a large scale,
both directly and indirectly, but works
merely to alleviate the strain on Consoli-
dated Revenue, to take over from Consoli-
dated Revenue the task of maintaining the
necessitous in our eommunity, and passing
on that task to be borne by loan moneys?
It is futile to shut our eves to the fact that,
if not this vear or next year, the time must
come at no distant date when, not by choice
but hy eompulsion, there will be an end to
that poliex, and where shall we be then?

What

I have often said I shall be prepared to
strain our borrowing powers to the very
limit if only the moneys so obtained are
spent on some definite plan to establish
recovery, if omly we had some definite
end in view that we might ‘use our last
ounee of strength to attain. But what plan
are we following; what definite end have
we in view? None whatever! It is
merely a case of keeping the wheels turning
over, marking time in the vain hope that
somehow or sometime or other, Providence
may c¢ome to our aid and show us
the way out. We are indulging in
the futile hope that somehow we will
blunder through, but meanwhile what
price are we paying for our blundering?
We are mortgaging the future of the Siate
to an irremediable degree. In the eounrse
of a speech during the debate, the Leader
of the Opposition drew attention to a preg-
nant faet, which I have mentioned hefore
more than once, namely, that the interest
payable on our past borrowings amounts
to nearly one-half of ouor total an-
nual income. And vet we are adding to
those borrowings at a rate that equals the
most extravagant rate in all our extravagant
years in the past. We shall soon be obliged
to invade the second half of our annmal
national income to find the interest on our
borrowed moneys. If what is left over of
our annual national income, after paying
interest on our past borrowings, is wholly
insufficient to meet the demands made on
it, as is the case to-day, what will our posi-
tion be when a very much larger amount

is taken away from our annual nat-
ional ineome to meet the demand
of interest on our borowed money?

Surely these are matters which demand ure-
ent and deep attention, and vet, except for
a eurt reference in the Specch to the neees-
sitv for economy, there is not a line in it
that has even a distant heaving upon it.
Economy! Feonomy is one of the principal
virtues, but standing by itself, leads to
nothing. When the historian, in the calm
atmosphere of distant years, reviews the
policy that is embodied in what is known
as the Premiers' Plan, he will unquestion-
ably mark as one of its main defeciz that
it was a poliey of economy, and nothing
else, and that is posscsszed no constructive
scheme, which, allied to that poliey of
economy and applied in the proper cireum-
stances, might have led to a veal recovery.
Whatever the ecase may be as re-
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gards the Premiers’ Plan, it does not
lie in our mouth to speak of economy;
economy, when we are piling up a mort-
gage debt which our assets will never be
able to liguidate unless something abnor-
mally fortunate in our favour oceurs. I have
dealt vith the total absence of any guiding
line in the Speech dealing with our finan-
cial matters because that is of supreme im-
portance to us. But there are other matters of
grave importance to us which are also wholly
omitted from the Speech. No one will ques-
tion the importance of whaf is to he the
political status of Western Australia in the
Future. Of course, there is naturally a dif-
ference of opinion as to what the future
political status should be. Whilst a1 great
majority of the people of this Sfate desire
that it should return to the position of a
self-governing dominion in every sense of
that word— always, of course, within the
British Empire—a considerable minority
object to that policy. How many of that
minority are desirous of retaining a State
CGrovernment in Western Australia as origin-
ally designed in the Federal Constitution,
and how many are desirous of a complete
scheme of unification and centralisation of
all Governments of the whole of Australia
in one Government? It would be impos-
sible to say to what exteni that minority is
divided in the matter, how many are in fav-
our of the one and how many are in favour
of the other. Most probably the unifica-
tionists constitute a good deal less than half
of the minority. Whatever the number may
be, it is certain that in the future, the not
distant future, the only choice will he he-
tween the retorn of this State to the posi-
tion of a self-governing dominion, or the
complete surrender of the State’s rights
under some scheme for unification.

Mr. Latham: I think the Premier said
that.

Hon, N. KEENAN : Tt is within the koew-
ledge of some of us that there are certain
members of the Government who fully
appreciate that fact. It is unnecessary for
me to exanine the forces which will com-
pel that choice. They are patent to any
inquirer. Unification is the avowed policy
of the political party led by Mr. Seallin.
If it is not the avowed poliey of the political
party led by Mr. Lyons, for all practieal
purposes it remains the only policy that can
evenfuate as a vesult of the attitude of Mr.
Lyons and of his party. It is within the
knowledge of all of us that Mr. Lyons,

speaking for his party and himself, refused
definitely and finally to consider favourably
any amendment of the Federal Constitution,
which would result in any portion of the
sources of revenue now enjoyed by the Fed-
eral authority being transferred to the
States to enable them to balance their bud-
gets. The result of such a refusal, at any
rate so far as Western Australia is
concerned, is inevitable, It imeons
that a continuance of our present sys-
tem of Stafe government will become impos-
sible because we will be nnable to get the
money with which to carry on. Whilst this
is so on the one hand, on the other hand,
if, by any freak of fortune, Mr. Scullin
were te ceome hack to power—he is
the apostle and the high priest of wuni-
fication—the position must arise at an
early date when there will be only the
choice between unification and secession for
Western Australia. Surely the people of the
State have a right to be told that that posi-
tion is inescapable, and surely it is the duty
of the Ministry who act as the guides and
leaders of the people to bring that all-
important matter within their knowledge!
And yet not a word can be found in the
Speech to suggest that any such momen-
tous decision stands at our very door; nor
is there the smallest inkling of any advice
fo the people of the State as to which
of the two choices would best serve the
interests of the State. 1 confess T find it
difficult to understand the attitude that some
nmembers of the political Lahour Party have
taken up. The principle of the referendum
ts perhaps the most important, and the most
sacred and most honoured plank in their
political platform. It is the outward and
visible declaration of the sovereignty of
the people. In effeet, it predicates that when
the people have once expressed their will,
that will must prevail. Thag is the theor-
ctical meaning to be attached to this declara-
tion of faith. In practice, however, in the
ease of some members of the Lahour Party,
it means something guite different. It means
that although the people have expressed
their will in unmistakable terms, they ean
disregard it and brosh it aside if it does not
coincide with their private and personal
views. Thev reserve to themselves the right
to say that the people did not understand
what they were voting about, or that the
people were swayed by some sudden and
passing emnotion and not by any well-
founded convietion or any other plea which
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will serve for evasion. Either one exeuse or
the other will serve with themn. Sinece it 15 open
to them to make usze of one or other of these
excuses when declining to accept the deter-
mination of the people on a matter which
has been left to them to determine, it
follows that the principle of the referen-
dum does not apply to them and is not
accepted by them. They are only prepared
to give lip service to it, and nothing further,
These thoughts are foreibly hrought before
one at the present juncture. We are on
the eve of heing called upon to make a most
momentous deeision, when the course, which
the great majorvity of the people of the
State bave by their votes endorsed, is await-
ing aceeptance at the hands of the Imperial
authorities, I do not wish to pursue this
matter any further than I have done, be-
cause I am still filled with the belief that
those who rvecognise a responsibility to give
effect to the decision pronounced by the
people will yet, despite the opposition of
some associated with them, earry out their
intention to do so,

Mr. Sleeman: That is a different view
from the one you held some few years ago.

Hon. N. KEENAN: What few years? I
think the member for Fremantle (Mr. Slee-
man), who is very prolific in his reminis-
cences, is thinking back too far. IPerhaps he
is thinking of his babyhood days. Agsin
I must say that we are not here merely to
take part in duets or trios, or in any other
form of musical entertainment, but to pro-
eced with the matter which I am bringing
before the Chamber. I do not propose to
say anything about the disclosures which
were made in the report of the Roval Com-
mission appointed te inguire inte the work-
ing and the present position of the Agmi-
cultural Bauk, hecause I understand that the
Premier has expressed his intenfion of grant-
ing a special oceaston on which that subject
may be debated. However, it cannot be
news to many of us that the Agrienltural
Bank has been ¢nrrving on its books many
thousands of pounds whieli should have been
written off long years ago as bad debts. Nor
vet can it be news to many of us that the
Agricultural Bank has lent money on risks
which would never have heen accepted by
any business man. Still, both these pro-
ceedings are matters of policy in which the
Agricultural Bank authorities practically
received, it is said, instructions from the
Minisiry in power., Now, whether those
Bank authorities were justified in obeying

the instructions they reccived under those
conditions—if the instructions were given—
remains a matter that will no doubt be de-
bated when the Premier affords this Honse
an oppertunity of dealing with the report.
Before resuming my seat I wish to make a
few remarks on the administration of the
hoard appointed to control transport in this
State. It is said that it is unjust to eriti-
cise the board before, so to speak, they have
got into their stride. But they are
not for one moment eriticised from
that  point of wview. It is their
avowed cexpression of what they eon-
ceive to he the principle underlying the
Act, and also their personal want of know-
ledge of many matters connected with trans-
port, that are made the subject of eriticism.
It has been reiterated and emphasised again
and “again that the board’s reading of the
Act is that wherever there has been a rail-
way constructed capable of carrying goods
and passengers outside the metropolitan
area, it is their duty to climinate all opposi-
tion to that railway line. If that is theiv
reading of the principle underlying the Act.
then all I can say is that it certainly was
not accepted as the principle of that Aect
when it was a Bill before this House. No
desire in the naturc of total prohibition in
the interests of the railways was for one
moment announced when the measure was
hefore us. On the contrary, the point was
stressed that the object of the Bill was to
co-ordinate, and only to ¢o-ordinate, In
effect, the object of the Bill was to eliminate
useless, unnecessary and wasteful competi-
tion. I think that sometimes a confusion of
thoueht arises between the publie interests
and the intevests of tle Ratlway Department
hecause of the fact that the citizens of West-
ern Anstralia hoppen to he the owners of the
railways, Tt is a-zumed that these interests
are identical, whieh is far from being the
case, The day may well come when it will he
imperative in the publie interest to abolish
the railway system altorether and sub-titute
some oflier form for the carviage of passen-
gers and goods. T am personally convineed
that in no part of the world has such a de-
velopment vet taken place. I am perzonally
ronvinced that nowhere in the world, and
least of all in Western Australia, would it
be possible to earry on industrial life with-
out the existence and assistance of railways.
Therefore I candidly eonfess that the rail-
ways, In order that they may continue to
operate, must receive some consideration suf-
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ficient to enable them to continume. But that
proposition is entirely a different one from
total prohibition. = The proper procedure
would have been to create such conditions
as would make the competition equal for all
parties. But if a policy of total prohibition
is to be indulged in, then it is indefensible
to indulge in such prohibition without com-
pensation to those who are lawfully engaged
in the business of ecarriers, and who by
reason of such prohibition find their eapital
thrown away and themselves cast on the
serapheap.

Mr. Lambert: Yon would not surely sng-
gest duplication of serviees?

Hon. N, KEENAN: It is not as if these
people were law-breakers. They have not
been law-breakers at all, but have been
carrying on a perfectly lawful occupation.
The worst alleged against them fo-day is
that they work too hard. Now, in a worl:l
that had almost forzotten how to work it
is a very dangerous step for any Govern-
ment to blame any of their citizens for work-
ing too hard.

Ministerial Member: And too long.

Hon. N. KEENAN: In that ease the mat-
ter conld he controlled. There is no diffi-
culty in that respect. And the wages can
be controlled too, by awards. But let me
assume that these people have worked ex-
cessive hours, and therefore too hard. Are
they for that reason to be deprived of all
compensation when their means of liveliliood
is taken away from them and when they
are prevented from pursning any further
what was, until this statute became law, a
lavwful occupation?

Mr. Raphael: They knew years ago what
was coming.

Hon. N. KEENAX: An Act which means
that, 1= an affront to owr basic coneephion
of justice, and the statute-book on which it
is inseribed is insulted by the inseription.
I do not eare what may be the manner or
the method of compensation that is miven,
provided it be equitable. It may be by
allowing for a limited period of time, eom-
petition to econtinue under limited condi-
tions, or it may be by taking over the plant
of those who are refused a license further
to eontinue their oceupation, or it may be
by anv other equitable means within the
conception of man. But to adopt the atfi-
tude that is being adopted nmow is withont
a shadow of excuse or a shadow of apology.
I do not wish to detain the House hy
attempting to deal with many other mat-

ters of importance which have been entirely
omitted from the Speech. No doubt other
occasions will arise, and more appropriate
occasions, when those matters may be dis-
eussed from tbe floor of this Chamber. We
are living in most perilons days, despite the
promise of g rise in the price of wool. Neo
one hopes more sineerely than I do that
that rise will continue, and that it will
remain in forece for years to come; bug
it would be foolish in the extreme to build
too far on that hope. When wool climbed.
18 months ago in almost the same spectac-
ular manner, 1 was told, and I feel sure
many members of this House were told,
that because the wool in Australia had all
been sold, becanse the wool markets were
hare of wool, and because South Africa was
nnable to look forwnrd to any great pro-
duetion of wool, the price was absolutely
safe and was bound to remain at the figure
it had reached.

AMr. Ferguson: A figure very little ahove
the ¢ost of production even then.

llon. N, KEENAN: It was said that the
price of wool would never fall; but it has
fallen, and fallen disastrously. Therefore,
it would be foolish to build too mueh on
the present rise in the price of wheat.
Nevertheless, we all welecome the prospeets,
before the wheatgrowing indusiry. After
years of unparalleled sufferings the wheat-
growing industry will require the fullest
realisation of present prospects in order to
regain strength and vigour. It will be im-
perative to see that the industry does regain
its full vigour, and that it is not sueked dry
by importunate ereditors, for, of ecourse,
the fact that wheat has once more become a
marketable eommodity, at a fair price for
the moment, will undoubtedly lead to im-
portunate creditors asserting their rights.
T do not think the great masg of creditors
will do se. I believe they will be- quite
prepaved to assist the farmer in getting
on s feet; but there will be some who will
seek to serve merely their own selfish ends,
and ecare must be taken to prevent that
highly undesirable result taking place.
Lastly mav T onee more express a belief
which I hold most profoundly, that at the
present juncture there is no room for sec-
tional differences between the people of this
State, if ever there was. We are all of us
in the same boat. The artisan in the
town, the bhusiness man in the town, the
professional man in the town, knows onlv
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too well that it the country fails, then he
too tnust fail.

Mr. ). C. L. Smith: We will all join the
Tlominion League!

on, N, KEENAN: I was emphasising a
point which is very near to wmy heart, and
that is that at ihe present juncinre there
iz no room for scetional ditterences, We
are all of us, s I have =aid, in Lhe same
boat; und only by united effort, only Ly
standing together and deing everything,
in our own persons, that it is possible to
o, is suceess at all proballe or cven pos-
sible.  In the sad school of adversity we
hiave learned that les<son. Wa have learned
that only by united eifort will it he possible
to achieve any measure of sueeess. Thevefors
it is that we who sit here in Opposition are
unly too willing and only too anxicus to do,
on onr part, whatever it is possible to do
to assist the Government to bring the wel-
fare of the people back agamn.

MRB. NEEDHAM (Perth) [3.13]: T con-
gratulate the Letder of the National Party
in this Chamber, the member for Nedlands
{(Hon. N. Keenan}, on the quality of his
speech, although naturally I disagree with
many of his statement, He was not sparing
in his condemnation of the Government with
reference to their employment policy, and
he had not one word of commendation for
the improvement that has undoubtedly taken
place as the result of the Government’s
operations. For my part, I congratulate
the Government on the improvement that
has heen manifest during the past 12 months
as the result of their employment policy.
Even those in our midst who arve opposed
politically to the Government, will readily
admit that a step forward has heen taken
and that the position regarding unemplox-
ment 1% vastly different {rom that which
existed 12 months ago. The very fart that
there were over 6,000 men drawing susten-
ance at the beginning of the present finan-
cial year, and that to-day slightly over 1,000
only are in that position, indieates that the
operations of the Government poliey have
resulted in good.

Mr. Ferguson: But the Government have
had a lot more money to spend.

The Minister for Mines: Xot very much
more than you had during the last year you
were in oflice,

Mr. NEEDHAM : Naturally I shall not be
entirely satisfied that we have reached the
goal we sct out to attain, while there are

men in vereipt of *u tenance, We 2hall not
e -atishi*d wntil the time ardves when
every mim is back at bs noomal cimployment
i receipt of a full week's wazes tor a fuil
wevh's work,  Congnlerine the anedeniable
tact that we are still sulfering Irom the
cliets ot the erononie hlizzerd that has been
riginy tor vemss past, the raduction of the
naimber ol men in receipt of su-tenanrce trom
6,000 Lu 1,000 is evidenve, on the part of
the Government, of comething attempted,
something done.  The mendber for lrwin-
Moore (Mr. Ferguson} interjected that the
Govarnment had had more money available
than the previous Government, A similar
statement was miade by his colleague, the
Leades of the Opposition, during the pro-
wress 00 the debate last week, The Govern-
ment may have haid the advantage of a little
meoyre money than their predecessors in oilice,
but the ontstanding fact remains that the
present Ministers have a far better idea of
the manner in which the problem should
be attacked, that did members of the pre-
vious Uovernment,

Mr. Thorn: And that, of eourse, is a quite
unbiassed expression of opinion.

Mr. Haphael: It iz the opinion of the
people of the State as well.

Mr. XEEDIAM: Apparently, the mem-
ber For Toodyay (Mr. Thorn) is willing, as
also is the member for York (JMr.
Latham}, that the State shall remain in the
winter of its discontent and will not attempt
to assist in achieving the content of a glori-
ous summer, I repeat my statement that
the present Government have indicated a
better idea of tackling the problem than did
their predecessors in office.

AMr. Latham: The fuct remains. too, that
there are inany more in receipt of sustenanee
than the Minister tor Emploviment has in-
Jdicated.

My, NEEDIAJM: The previous (Govern-
ment should have prevented the wastage of
meney that continued during the time of
their administration. During their regime,
we had the spectarle of local governing
hodies getting their work done at sustennnce
rates, and men were simply working in re-
turn tor their sustennnce poyments and
were engaged on local governmental jobs,
although actually the work was done at the
expense of the State. The present Govern-
ment recognised that the policy was waste-
ful and determined to alter it. They did so
immediately they assumed office. To indi-
cate to the Leader of the Opposition where
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be and his Government slipped in that dir-
ection, and also for the information of mem-
bers generaily, it may be as well to present
a few figures velating to this very important
phase of the employment policy of the pre-
sent Government, a phase that was neglected
until they fook offiece. When the present
Government assumed control, 1,580 men were
mauployed by local governing authorities at
sustenance rates. In some instances, the
rates paid were slightly above susten-
ance payments. During 2% years, the State
paid  £406,000 in accordance with that
policy, to which has to he added an amount
of £41000 thai was made available by the
local avthorities, That means that for an
expenditure of £44,000, the local authori-
ties had performed for them work to the
value of £150,000, The withdrawal of the
men from that forin of employment had ex-
ceedingly beneficial results inasmueh as
many of them were subsequently engaged
by the loeal authorities on a full-time pay-
ment basis and the remainder of the men,
in their turn, were employed by the Gov-
ernment on relief works at the ordinary
standurd of wages. It might be as well to
read the circular that was sent by the Minis-
ter for Employment’s Department to the
loeal governing authorities with reference to
this matter. The cirealar, which was dated
the 3rd August, 1933, read as follows:—

As you are aware, the practice of making
sustenance men available for work performed
by local governing hodies has been operatiug
for some timz. Under this system the local
governing bodies have, in some cases, becu
simply providing the material and, in other
cases, paying n few shillings in addition, but,
generally speaking, the position has been that
the Government has been responsible for the
whole of the expense insofar as the sustenanee
workers themselves were concerned. In very
many c¢ases this has resulted in men being de-
prived of the ofLoriunity of working under tie
ordinary wage slandard system.

Being convinced that the position insofar us
the workless pecple of this community is eon
cerned will not improve until sueh time as a
complete wage hasis has heen restored, it has
been decided thut this system of empleyment of
men shall ecise as from the 19th inst. The
department is fully appreciative of all efforts
made to assist in the ahsorption of the unem-
ployed, and trusts that the co-operation of alt
those who are desirous of agsisting Western
Australia to be one of the first States to emerge
from the depressed period, will be freely given
in order thiat, per medium of the restoration
of a wage standard, we may cnable people to
secure the employment for which they have
been waiting so long.

1 feel sure your council will realise the neces-
sity for taking the step indicated above, anil

that the CGovernment will receive the co-
operation of all lucal governing bodies fowards
the restoration of the standard so necessary
if the suecess at which we aim is to be achieved.

Members will see from that circular that
there had been an opportunity for the pre-
vious Government to improve their employ-
ment policy, to have prevented the wastage
of money from the State exchequer, and to
have eompelled the local governing authori-
ties to have carried out work in a proper
manner, in justice to the ratepayers, and in
justice to the people who had been employed
to do the work. The member for Nedlands
complained very hitterly abont the econtinn-
ance of the system of borrowing in order
to obtain money to provide employment.
Borrowing at all time is reprehensible, un-
less the money be seeured for reproductive
work. The member for Nedlands cannot
correctly say that all the work that has
heen earried ouf, and is still being under-
taken by the men on sustenance, is of a,
non-reproductive desceription. As a matter
of faet, most of it is of a reproductive
character. Althongh the hon. member casti-
gated the Government for continuing to
borrow money in order to provide employ-
ment and condemned the practice lock,
stock and barrel, he forgot to tell us that
he was a member of a previous Adminis-
tration that did praetically the same thing.
We did not hear his voice ring through this
Chamber or anywhere else protesting
against the practice. When he was a re-
sponsible Minister of the Crown, he could
not get enough money, borrowed or other-
wise. There was another feature about his
criticism.  While he eondemned strenu-
vusly the policy of the Government in deal-
ing with the unemployed, he had nothing to
offer the House as a substitute for the
Government policy. He did not suggest
how more men could be employed, or how
they conld be kept at work with the bene-
fit of a larger remuneration. He did not
sugrest how it could be done by any method
other than borrowing. The hon. member
might at least have attempted to be con-
struetive in his eriticism and not have rested
content with merely destruetive references.

The Minister for Employment: He might
have mentioned what be did@ himself when
he was in a previous (fovernment,

AMr. Latham: Have you been letting sec-
rets out?
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Mr, NEEDHAM: 1 repeai that there did
not eome from him, or from any member
of his Government, reanlts anything like
approaching what have been secured by
the present Administration. Regarding
the employment position, we realise we
must go further afield, in owr attempt to
deal with the problem, than mere relief
work. We must go beyond this State in
dealing with the question of employment.
We mast delve deeper down tor the roois of
the trouble. Unless our monetary avstem

_is altered. or until we have some inter-
national arrangement that will eonsiderably
shorten the howurs of lahour. we will not
mitke mueh advance along the road that
leads to the solntion of the probler. Last
wight the people of the Commonwealth werce
entertained by a most momentous utterance
by the Prime Minister of the Common-
wealth.  Those who did not listen-in to the
speech, had the pleasure of reading the re-
port in the “West Australian” this morn-
ing.

Mr., Latham: Yon missed some interjec-
tions if vou did not listen-in.

Mr. Withers: Interjections that the Press
il not publish.

My, XEEDHAM: During the course of
his speech, the Prime AMinisier announced
the poliex of the Federal Government upon
which they will go to the country at the
forthecoming elections. During the eourse
of his remarks, he made some belated refer-
ences to the unemplovyment problem. T pre-
sume these references were made by the
Trime Minister on his political death-bed,
ot at any rate, they represented his death-
Tied repentance, beeause I helieve that, after
the 13th September next, he will be relieved
of his responsibilities. It is most remark-
able that the Prime llinister of the Com-
monwealth and his Government should have
been so indiffevent to this problem of un-
employment as they have been during the
past 2%  years, It is strange that
the head of the Government that has
been wallowing in affiuence during the
past three or four years—it reminds
me of the pursery rhyme of the old
woman who lived in a shoe; he had 0 mueh
money he did not know what to do—and
has been cmbarrassed by the surpluses of
the pa-t three or four vears and, in order
to get rid of them, has distributed it here,
there and everywhere by way of larges-e

and in the reduction of taxation o big tax-
payers, has all that time remained callously
indifferent to the unemnployment problem and
to the difliculties that the States were ex-
perieneing in trving to cope with the prob-
lem. Lifttle he cared that the Treasurers
ol rhe various States were handieapped by
deficits: Little he cared that the Treasurers
of the States had to go once or twice a year,
cap in hand, to the Loan Counecil to get a
few pounds with which to earry on the ser-
vices of the State. Now, after all this time
has elapsed and though he knew perfectly
well the dilficulties being encountered hy the
States, he has put into his politieal shop
window a reference to unemployvinent. When
we analyse his proposal, what does it amount
to? He is going to have a consultation with
the States; be is going to help them with
the payment of interest on the money that
may be lent to the States, but the sum total
of his proposal is devoid of anything of a
eonstructive nature. There iz only one solid
thing in it and that is the intention to follow
the example of the Western Australian Gov-
ernment and detail one of his Ministers to
handle the question of unemployment, pro-
vided he is veturned fo power. There has
heen a distinet improvement in emplovinent
in this State and the Government should
he complimented upon it. Another question
on which the Government, and particularly
the Minister for Employment and Indus-
trial Development should be congratulated
is the ability and zeal he bas brought to bear
on the movement for supporting local pro-
ducts and his continucus endeavour to im-
press upon the people the necessity for using
local products. I know of no one who has
heen szo enthusiastic as the Minister bas been,
and he has received the backing of an ener-
getic Government.  Night after night, in
various centres, he has pointed out the neces-
sity for eneouraging local production. He
has pointed out the suicidal poliey of having
to send annually to the Eastern States mil-
lions of money for commodities which we
ourselves could produce in the State. I re-
gret to say that, notwithstanding the splen-
did efforts of the Jinister and of the Gov-
ernment, according to fizures published in
the Press, there has been an increase in the
value of imports from the Eastern States.
Tt is amazing that, despite the efforts of
the Government and the activities of the
Economic Couneil, the imports from the
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Eastern States have inereazed. Tie report

stated—

The Western Aunstralian trade returns for the
year ended 30th June last, which were issuned
vesterduy (10th August) by the Deputy Gov-
crnment Statistician (Mr. W, Morrison) show
a-further inerease in the value of imports from
the Eastern States, the total of £9,276,956
heing £906,843 in excess of that for the pre-
vious year aud one of tie lighest fotals on
reeord.  In 1931-32 imports from the other
States ameunted to £7,926,838.

I sineerely regret that inerense.

Mr. Thorn: As a matter of fact, the East-
ern States are dumping more goods here
than they did previously. They are veally
dumping the stuff here now.

My, NEEDHAM : Latterly there has been
an improvement. The report continues—

It iz pleasing to note, however, that in respeet
of commadities such as butter, paeket tea, hoois
and shoes and matehes, imperts are definitely
on the decline, nd that an anpreeiable advanee
is being made by local manufacturers.

1t is useless for us to talk of secexsion or fo
complain about the trealment meted out to us
by the Comonwealth Government—I admit
that in muany instances owr conplaints have
been well-founded—unless we try to pub our
own house in order and instil into the minds
of our people the imperative neeessity for
bu¥ing evervthing loeallv. If a commodity
cannot be produced in this State, then we
should give our fellow Australians in the
Eastern Slates the next preference, and
after that the Finpire.

Mr. Thorn: The astern States are dump-
ing stulf inte this State at less than cost,
and at a mueh cheaper rate than it can he
produced here.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. NEEDHAM: Tn view of the cam-
paign 1o encowrnge preference for loeal
goods, instead of impeorts deereasing, they

inereased during the 12 monthe, and no mem-
ber ean regard that fuct with any degree of
equanimity or enthusiasm. This fact has an
important  bearing on the unemployment
problem.  If one-half of the £9,000,000 had
been spent in this State, how many more
men would have been in employment to-day?
While the Government have been doing
evervthing possible to encourage local pro-
duction, private people have not heen using
loeal goods to the extent they should. Refer-
ence has been made to the increased price
of wheat. The rise in price is indeed
pleasant news and has caused a better feeling

throughout the community. Whether the en-
haneed priee will be maintained 15 a matter
for the future. Weleome though the inerease
is, there will be many farmers who will re-
ceive little henefit, hecanse muech of the
woney represented by the increased price
will have to be spent in making up the
wrrears of the last four veavs. The building
trade figures for the metropolitan area show
an improvement. The building trade has
been fairly brisk during the last few months
and now we have notification of proposals
to expend more than half a million pounds
in the city itself. If I said that this not only
shows preat confidence in the State but alse
confilence in the Lahour Government, some
of my friends opposite might not treat the
remark serionsly.  Some members on the
front Qpposition beneh wounld have the
temerity {o question the statement.

AMr. Latham: There would be no need to
guestion it.

Mr. NEEDIIAM: T maintain that the de-
cision to spend that money not only shows
eonfidence in the State, bnt also shows con-
siderabhle  confidence in  the Government.
Another question of importance o the peo-
ple of Wostern Australin is the report of the
Comnionwealth Grants Commission and the
very paltry amount allotted to fhis State. Tt
wag o remarvkable report by a mozt remark-
able commission. When I vead ihe report
and noterd  the amount recomnnended for
Western Australia, namely £600.000, T was
uot snrprised because, as other memhers
have said, right from the start the vhairman
of the commission showed that he was
biassed and prejudiced. The chairman is a
trained man—a legal gentleman—hut is en-
tirely devoid of any judieial «ualities.
Throughout the hearing of the ease in this
State, he was continually making statements
from the chair that were not only eritical and
antagonistic, but absolutely hinssed and
prejudiced. No man holding sach a position
#s chairman of the commission inguiring
into a matter of that nature should have becn
guilty of uttering such statements as he
made from the chair. It destroved any
faith in him to possess judicial eapacity
zood, bad or indifferent. A paltry sum of
£600,000 has been allotted to this State, and
when from that we deduct what we ure pay-
ing for the enhanced cost of suzar and the
expense of the North-West, the real grant in
atd will amount to about £10,000. The more
I hear of special grants, the more 1 realise
that we made a fatal mistake in voting Ffor
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he must remain over there to give a band to
fight the elections in the other five States.
and entively ignore his own State where he
could have been well questioned on many
important subjects. I regret the cavalier
treatment that has heen meted out to West-
ern Australia by the Royal Commission,
which proved itself hiassed. Again I say
that had we been able to retain the per
capita system of payment, we would have had
a great deal more money to spend on urgent
public works which, under existing eondi-
tions, cannot possibly be carried out at the
present tiine. For instance, there is the all-
important question of additions to the Perth
Hoespital. There is a work erying aloud to
Heaven for consideration. During the past
few days we have seen published statements,
ineluding one from you, Sir, drawing atten-
tion to the erowded state of the wards and
ihe conditions under which the nursing staft
have to work and live and sleep, conditions
which in ne way are helpful to them or to
the sick, We realise that the Government
of the day would readily accede to the re-
quest to provide inereased accommodation
if funds were available. - But where is the
money to come from? The member for
Irwin-Moore has said that the inelusion of
the Finaneial ,Agreement in the Constitu-
tion wags a step towards unification, Not
long ago, during the regime of the Govern-
ment with which my friend was associated,
he and his party took a step towards uni-
fieation. Theirs was a sesession Ministry,
and they brought down a secession Bill.

Myr. Latham: We did not.

Mr. Ferguson: You mean we hrought
down the Referendum Biil.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Yes, I meant the Refer-
endum Bill. They took another step to-
wards unifieation when they handed over the
State Savings Bank to the Commonwealth.

Mr. Latham: We did that to protect the
depositors,

Mr, NEEDHAM: The hon member’s
party handed over the State Savings Bank
to the Commonwealth Government. On the
one hand they were calling out for the
State to secede from the Commenwealth and
at the same time they handed over to the
Commonwealth the very institution that
would have kept them away from unifiea-
tien, I know the hon. member’s party had
to do it; they were forced to do it, and at
about the same tinie they were loud in their
condemnation of the Premier of New South
Wales becanse he had to allow the savings

bank of that Stafe to go te the Common-
wealth.

Mr. Latham: We gdid nothing of the sort.

My, NEEDHAM: Let me tell the hon.
member the facts. Mr. Lang was forced
into that pesition hy a rush on the bank,
purposely made to diseredit him and his
administration; there iz no mistake about
that. Mr. Lang was not ahle to stop that
run because of the conspiracy to oust him
and his Government,

Mr, Latham: T will take the first oppor-
tunity to correct your statement.

My. NEEDHAM: That was the position
in New South Wales. I do not hold any
hrief for Mr. Lang, but merely wish to point
out the difference between what hapnened
m New South Wales and in Western Awus-
tralin. In the one case the individual was
compelled by the action of his opponents
to close the doors of the bank, and m the
nther case the Government, without latting
anyone know, handed over the savings bank
to the tender mercies of the Commonwealth,
T claim that that was a step towards unifi-
eatinn,  Of course we all know why {he
Government. of Western Australia had to
do it. TUnconseciously the Leader of the Op-
position has told us that it had to be done
to protect the depositors. The Government
knew they had veached the end of their
tether, financially, and they had to have
reconrse to that method so as te get pro-
tection for the people who had placed their
savings in the State bank. I have no more
to say at this stage. 1 had proposed to
make reference to one or two other ques-
tions, particularly to the improvement in
the employment position which, T trust, will
go on. I hope that the economic outlook
will continue to improve and that we in
this State, together with the rest of the
people in Australia, will hasten along the
road to prosperity and forget the dark days
we are passing through.

MR. TONEIN (North-East Fremantle)
{3.57]: The member for Nedlands remarked
upon the reluetance of members ta speak
on the motion for the adoption of the Ad-
dress-in-reply, and he said that the reason
for that reluefance was that there was in-
sufficient in the Speech to justify any re-
marks from hon. members. As a matter
of fact, the hon. member himself is respon-
sible for a gond deal of the reluctance be-
cause we, the lesser lights, believe that the
leaders of the parties, if they have anvthing
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te say, ought to say it and give us the
opportunity to gather any ecrumbs which
might fall from their table of wisdom. It was
because the hon. member himself refused
to get up and say something, that a number
of us were reluetant to make a ¢commence-
ment.

Mr. MeDonald: Then should not you wait
for the Premier to speak?

AMr. TONKIN: No, he replies to the de-
bate. However, that objeetion has now
been removed, and so I suppose the debate
will go merrily on for some considerable
time. As in the opening speceh at the be-
ginning of the first session of this Parlia-
ment, the Speech which His Excellency has
delivered to 'us, emphasises the gravity of
the financial position and the need for con-
tinued rigid economy.  Econowy we all
agree with in principle, but we reserve
the freest right to differ about its appli-
cation. There is truth in the adage that a
stiteh in time saves nine. It is not economy,
but waste, to negleet necessary repairs, us
the previous Government did. Also it is
faise economy lo give worn-out or obsoletc
tools to workers and expeet them to work
with maximum efticiency. It is the same as
expecting a motorist to attain top speed
with the brake on. Again, there is the un-
fortunate practice which has obtained, and
I believe still obtains, of handing over de-
partmental BEstimates to a Treasury offieial
who, in nine cases out of ten, has not the
remotest idea of the requirements of the
department, and who in arbitrary fashion
cuts down the Estimate by a certain per-
centage and hands it back to the head of
the department to do the hest he can with
it. That was the method adopted by the
previons Government, and I am afraid it
is still in operation.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: And has been for
gencrations.

Mr. TONKIN: It is never too late to
mend, and I hope the Government will alter
this practice for something much sounder.
How can we expect a Treasury official to
be able to caleulate the real reguirements
of another department? It is a ridieulous
system. Now I will pass to the all-import-
ant subject mentioned in the Speech, namely
unemployment. FEvery other subject falls
into insignificance alongside this one, and
we could neglect the rest if we could but
make any headway with the remedy for un-
employment, I endorse that passage in the

Speech which reads: ‘' The serious consider-
ation of Ministers at all times has been
given to the problem,”” and 1 can
add that much improvement in the
position has been effected, although the
position even now is woeful. XNothing
more than alleviation is possible under
the existing system of private competitive
business financed or, in some instanees, un-
financed, by voracious private banks. Mod-
en industry and trade are entirely differ-
ent from what they unsed to be. Firstly we
have the productive eapacity of the machine,
and secondly we have the extension of manu-
facilure to other lands. A few years ago
Great Pritain and one or two other nations
had practically the whole trade of manufac-
tuired articles to themselves, and consequently
they had a very wide market. PBut certain
factors lave sinee changed all that. Now
the nations that were previously buyers of
commodities are themselves sellers. It is
easyv to understand the reason for that. TIn
a number of instances patent rights over
machinery, which were held by the leading
manufacturing nations have expired, with
the resuit that that machinery has been
introduced throughout the world. Other
countries have taken up the machinery and
begun to manufacture for themselves. To
hasten that on we have the investment in
those other countries of the surplus eapital
of the men who made their money in the
original manufacturing countries, For
example, Great Britain was years abead of
America and held patent rights for various
classes of machines of tremendous produc-
tive eapacity. The goods were sold f{o other
countries, and so large credits were there
built up. But it was not always possible
to have that money paid, and so it was in-
vested in those countries. Thus industries
gimilar to those in Emgland grew up in those
foreign countries, and they hecame trade
competitors. That is one of the reasons why
the prineipal markets are not now available.
Certain countries still possess some manu-
facturing advantages. Only yvesterday it was
brought to my notice that in the manufae-
ture of hoots and shoes, so small an item as
the evelets cannot bhe produced in every
manufacturing country, and that Belgium
and the United States specialise in the pro-
duction of those eyelets. Similarly, in the
manufacture of watches and elocks, Switzer-
land still possesses the largest proportion of
the trade, although it may not always be so.
One might think that the elastic placed in
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the sides of certain hoots would be manu-
factured in almost every, manufzeluring
country. Actually eertain countries special-
ise in that commodity, principally Great
Biitain and Japan. The Japanese artiele is
considerably cheaper than ihat of British
manufacture, but in a faefory which I
visited yesterday, I am pleased to say they
use the British article. The point is that
even now we have certain special articlez
being manufactured only by certain eoun-
tries. Gradually even those will disappear,
and we shall find the manufacture of them
practically universal. T ean visualise the
time when the only advantage a manufuc-
turing country will possess will be that of
having a certain commodity which eannof,
by reason of certain physical eonditions, be
manufactnred elsewhere. The influences
which previously hampered the extension of
manufacture are now passing away. of
those influences the existence of patent rights
was one of the most important. Increased
competition is, I suppose, the main reason
for the present unemployment in industry.
In ovder fully to understand the position we
should give consideration to local trade, in-
terstate trade and international trade. TIn
local trade there are manufacturers who all
the time are endeavouring to capture the
local market, one manufacturer seeking to
place his goods on the market to the execlu-
sion of the goods of another manufacturer.
That is going on all the time, and I sup-
pose if the position were analysed it would
be found that any one manufacturer rcouid
easily sapply the full requirements of the
local market. The same thing goes on in
interstate trade. The Minister for Employ-
ment is now carrying on an intensive eam-
paign for local products. He is to be com-
mended for that. But it has to be remem-
bered that when we induce people to buy
and use local products, we displace some
products from lhe other States of Australia
and from Greai Britain and elsewhere. So
while we sueceed in placing more of our own
people in employment, we throw out of em-
ployment a similar number in other Stales
and countries. 1or instance, if we succeed
in getting people here to use exclusively
Western Australian hoots and shoes, we shall
put a larger number of men and women into
the industry, but we shall also displace a
corresponding number in Victoria and New
South Wales.

Me. Fereuson: But we shall be nsing our
own leather in addition.

My, TONKIN: Not always. If we throw
men and women out of work in New South
Wales and Victoria we reduce the purchas-
ing power there, and so possibly some of
the goods we export to them wiil he left un-
sold.

Mr. J. MacCallum Smith: They would not
buy two pennyworth from Western Aus-
tralia.

My, TONKIN: That is not true.  The
same thing obtains in the international
sphere. Some time ago I read that the Cana-
dian Giovernment had fixed up a trade agree-
ment with New Zoaland, under whiech New
Zealand was to be able to send dairy pro-
duce to Canada at a prefevential rate as
againgt Australian dairy produce.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.om.

My, TONKIN: I was pointing out before
tea that some years ago Canada and New
Zealand had a trade agreement wherehy
preferential treatment was afforded to New
Zealand for her dairy produce against that
of other countries, and that this agreement
acted harshly against Australia, and had the
effect of causing considerahle damage to the
trade of Australian dairy farmers, Immedi-
atelv thai treaty lapsed the Clovernment of
Australia hastened te conelude a treaty with
Canada on behalf of Australia, The result
of that (reaty was that Anstralin was
afforded a preference against New Zealand
dairy produce, and the butter, eheese and
cream from that Dominion was eut out and
Australia veeaptured the market. So it goes
on, one country pushing out another, taking
the tvade for the time heing and later on, in
turn, itself being pushed out, with conse-
guent unemployment going around in a eycle.
I am reminded of the boy with a bhox of
blocks. He had 11 bloeks, but the box had
room only for 10, with a small space remain-
ing. The hoy placed the ten blocks in the
box and endeavoured to put the eleventh
block with the other ten. He tried to put the
eleventh bloek in at one end, in the small
space there, and after a struggle he got it in,
but pushed another block out at the other
end. He endeavoured to foree in the hlock
that was pushed out and in the endeavour
foreed another block out. I am also re-
minded of a man trying to purehase a ticket
at a box office ontside the theatre. Ie was
pushing away, endeavouring to get to the
opening, but as he pushed in, somehody else
was pushed out of his position. That is how
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it goes on with international trade: one
nation pushing out another with consequent

unemployment for the time heing to the
nation thet har heen  displaced.  That
will continue under our present svsiem

of business. The private competitive sva-
tem is a complete failure. 1 ean prove that
by quoting the trade and other ficures of
Australia for the last four or five years. [
take my figures from i{he Commonwealth
Year Book up Lo 1932,  This shows
that our trade for 1927 anmmally mtil
1032 wax  as  follows: Jmports for
102728 amounted  to  £148,000.000 in
round Bgures.  Tn 1928-29 there was a de-
crease ol £4,300,000; in 1920-30 there was
i decrense on  the previous vear of
£12,600,000: in 1930.31 there was a fur-
ther decrense on  the previons year of
£70,000,000; and in 1931-32 there was 2
further decrease on the previous year of
£16,200,000.  Throughout those vears the
fizures have deerveased by tremendous leaps.
I now take the exports. In 1927-28 the total
exports of  Australia amounted to
£143,000,060; in 1928-29 there was a slight
nerease of £1,600.000 on the previous vear;
in 1929-30 there was a decrease on the pre-
vious year of £19,700,000; in 1930-31 there
was a further decrease of £20,500,000; and
in 1931-32 a further deerease of £3,600,000.
It 1% the nation’s aggregate trade which gives
emplovment to our people, and vet there
has been this tremendens falling away right
up to the present.

Mr. Thorn: The falling away of the ex-
port trade was due to the price collapse, was
it not?

Mr TONKIX: Not entirely. Whilst that
falling off in trade was taking place the
profits of the hanks continued steadily. The
Commonwealth Bank trades in a limited
field. It has withdrawn from certain activi-
ties, leaving the profits on them to private
institutions. The Commonwealth Bank is a
fair indication of the profits that are to be
made out of the banking business, despite
the losses in other businesses. In 1928 the
aceumulated profits of the Commonwealth
Bank amounted to £6,766,415. These profits
inereased regularly by £800,000 per annum,
until in 1932 the total aceumulated profits
of this institution amounted to £10,054,017.
T am unable to give the yearly profits of the
private banks and have only the complete
figures for 1931 and 1932, Tn 1931 the pri-
vate banks made a profit of £3,346,725,
equal to a return of 8% per cent. on the

puid up capital. Alier setting aside a fund
for reserve the return in dividends was 8%
per cent, In 1932 the totai profits of the
private banks amounted to ££,014,798, and
after muking provision for reserves and a
certiin amount of undistributed profit they
had =ulticient to pav a 53 per cent. divi-
ded. I3anks never pay out the whole of their
yaurly profits in dividends. During the short
time they have been in existence in Aus-
tralia they have anassed by way of reserves
out of carned profits no Jess a sum than
£30,602,5300, an amount equal almost to their
paid up capital, which is £38,000,000 or
£30,000,000. This steady accunulation of
furils has gone on despite the falling away
i exports and imports, and despite the tre-
mendous £alling off in the volume of Aus-
tralia’s trade,

Mr, Seward:
tralia,

That is what saved Aus-

Mr. TONKIN: This very much resembles
the man in charge of a game of pin pool.
The players put in so much for each game,
and the keeper of the game takes out a
shilling or two shillings from the pool.
There may be six players, Each one may
start with £1, and if they played for several
hours most of them would have lost their
money. The kecper of the game would
gradually have obtained money from them
all. After a while he would lend some of his
money to the pluyers who had lest, and
eventually he would have all the money,
and the others would he mortgaged to him
for a long time to come. That is how it is
with banking, The banks never lose. It is
a case of take out all the time. Their divi-
dends are regular, as is shown by the figures.
They work on a big margin of seeurity.
We all know the saying, “as safe as a bank.”
The margin of safety is very great. They
are working on other people's money, and
if any loss is made it is not the bank’s
logs. Whilst the banks were making these
profits and trade was falling away, the in-
comes of the working people also decreased.
Wages represent the income of the working
man. In 1928 the weighted average of wage
for an adult male in Austrolia was 100s.
5d.; in 1929 there was a slight incrense to
101s. 2d.; in 1930 there was a fall {o 96s.
9d.; in 1931 a further fall ta £86. 10d.; and
in 1952 the weighted average wag down to
81s. 104.

Mr. Latham: Was that not governed by
the purchasing pewer of money?
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the embodiment of the Financial Agreement
in the Commonwealth Conztitntion.

Alr. Thorn: I thought vou were going to
say “in entering Federation.”

Mr. NEEDHAM: | do not think the State
made a mistake there, 1 admit there are
many wrongs that ought to he righted, but |
think they could be remedied from within
the union rather than from without. 1 say
it was a fatal mistake for the State to
approve of the Financial Agreement and
particularly to its embodiment in the Com-
monwealth Constitution.

Mr. Ferguson : It was the first step
towards unification.

Mr. NEBDHAM: 1 agree with the hon,
member that as soon as the Financial Agree-
ment became embodied in the Commonwealth
Constitution, we started on the way to uni-
fication, because we handed over the power
of the purse to the very authority who so
many of my friends opposite condemn.

Alr. Latham: There can be nothing wrong
with that poliey because it is your policy.

Mr, NEEDHAM: The hon. member is
not correetly informed. Every member of
the Federal Labour Party in the Common-
wealth Parliament opposed the inclusion of
the ¥Financial Agreement in the Constitu-
tion. If my friend will read the debaic on
the State Grants Bill, he will find that every
Labour member opposed it.

Mr. Latham: I said it will lead to unifi-
cation, which is your policy.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The hon. memher made
the staterment that the embedying of the Fin-
ancial Agreement in the Constitotion would
lead to unification. The members of the
Federal Parliament who voted for the inclu-
sion of the Agreement in the Constitution
were members of the party to which my
friend belongs. I remember on one occasion
during last session the Leader of the Qppo-
sition admitted that he then was a wiser
man.

My, Latham: It was a candid admission
to make.

Mr. NEEDHAM: He did advocate the
inclusion of the Agreement in the Conati-
tution, and he has now lived to regret it.
We are suffering from that and will continue
to suffer. We have the greatest area anid
the smallest population, and we steod to gain
by the continuance of the per capita pay-
ments. If was pointed out to me that the
State debis wounld be taken over under the
Financial Agreement, but I would have pre-
ferred to shoulder the responsihility of pay-
ing the State debis and eonfinuing the per

capita pavments. We should certainly have
heen very much better off. As T just said,
we have the greatest area and the smallest
population, and to-day we have the largest
area in the Commonwealth of unalienated
Jand. T admit that as a result of the em-
bargo on migration sinee 1929, the per
capita payments would not have heen as
grent ns was foreeast when this question
was heing diseussed, but I venture to say,
even with the eessation of iigration, had
the ner ranita svstem heen in operation.
we wonld have had more this vear from
that source than we are getting throneh the
Financial Agreement. Here azain I point
nnt that the gentlemnn whn for a consider-
able time has been a Senator representine
Western Australia and has been a member
of various Ministries. snpported the inelu-
sipr! of the Finanecinl Agreement in the Con-
stitation. He did not attempt to point out
the danger Western Anstralia was running
by adopting that conrse. THe has also heen
silent with regard to the grant to this State
of £600.000. He is aware what a splendid
ease was put up by the representatives of
this State hefore the Rowval Commission:
vet he sat silentlv, did not utter a
word of protest against the miserahls
sum allotted to ws, a sum 4hat i3 nothing
less than an insult to the people. One wonld
have thought, when the Roval Commission
was heing appointed, the RE. hon. gentle-
man to whom I refer, and who must have
some influence in the Cahinet, wonld have
used that influence in the direction of seeing
that n represenfative of Western Australia
way included in the personnel of the ecom-
mission. But no ! I do not know whether
that was attempted; if it was, it failed, and
therefore in that particular instance the
Senator in question failed this State. I was
hoping we might have had a ehance of hear-
ing him on this question during the progress
of the approaching Federal elections, but
from what we have read in the Press we are
nat woing to hove him with us. We are told
that heranse there is not a Vietorian Minis-
ter in the Federal Cabinet, he must remain
in Victoria and take charge of the campaign

there. That is a moest remarkable attitnde,
after having been 33 vears a Senator
representing Western Australia, and 22

vears a Minister of the Crown! Whether
or not that means that he does not again
intend to seck the suffrage of the people I
am not prepared te say, but it is idle for
him te declare, as he has heen reported, that
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Mr. TONKIN: The profits of the banks
are governed by the purchasing power of
money.

Alr, Latham: Let us have the profits.

Mr, TONKIN: I have taken figure for
figure. Does the hon. member want to dis-
tinguish between the nominal and rea!l value
of wages, in which case he must distinguish
between the mominal and the real value
of the bank profits?

My, Latham: Let us bave them.

Mr., TONKIN: I have given the
nominal value of the bank’s profits,
and have alsoc given a fair com-

parison when I guote the nominal value
of wages. If the hon. member wants
to compare the real value of the bank’s
profits with the real value of wages, he can
work out the sum for himself, when he will
discover that the example T am quoting is
all the more in favour of the working man.
Not only has the income of the working
man fallen away, but the working man is
losing his capital every year that he lives.
A man at the age of 40 is likely to be re-
tired at 65, and has therefore, normally,
25 years of working life ahead of him, After
working a year at this wage he finds he
has used up one year of his capital, having
only 24 working years of life ahead of him.
In the following year he nses up another
vear of eapital. By the time he reaches G3
his capital will have gone. He will ne
longer be fitted for industry and will be
turned out, Fis capital will be finished
and he has only the old-age pension to look
te. But we find in the ease of the banis
that not only does income inerease year by
year, but that reserves of eapital go on in-
erensing just the same. At the end of 23
vears—or whatever term may bhe taken—
whereas the working man’s capital is gone,
the bank’s capital has increased doubly or
trebly, with a consequent inmerease in in-
ecome. Clearly, the banks will very soon
own the ecountry, and the whole of the
nation will be mortgaged to them, if such is
not the case even now. I ean well under-
stand what prompted a statement made by
Dr. Walter Leal, manager of one of the
banks known as ‘‘The Big Wive’’ in Great
Britain—

A banker ig the universal arbiter of the

world’s economy.

We know that to be true. The banker
calls the tune all the time. He econ-
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stantly uses public eredit for pri-
vate gain. That is quite in accord-
ance with the dictum of the United Auns-
tralia Party. Last night 1 listened-in to
the speech of the Prime Minister of Aus-
tralia, who had the astounding andacity
to make, under the heading of “* A Vigorous
Poliey of Works,” the following state-
ment :—

I have, however, mentivned only some of the
directions in which expomination may disclose
opportunities in which the public credit may
be utilised, either direetly, or in support of
private institutions, to provide opportunities
for employment over a wider area.

Very nice at the first glance! Iowever,
what the Prime Minister means is to pro-
vide opportunities for profit primarily, and
for cmployment ouly as an incidental. 1t
is wrong that public eredit should be used
for private profit. Let private credit be
used for private profit, but let public eredit
be used for community profit. The interests
of any community should be paramount.
YWherever private interests are incom-
patible with public weifare, private infer-
ests must give way to community interests.
In point of fact, hon. members opposite
agree with that statement, though they would
not admit it. Already it is recognised in
numerons cases. With regard to electricity
supply we say: ‘“The community should
control that.”? We would not think of leav-
ing water supply in the hands of private
persens to run for their own profit. We
say: ‘‘It is too dangerous a thing to tamper
with; the community must control water
supply.” Then there is the question of fire
protection. One would not think of licen-
sing half-a-dozen companies to take charge
of the fire protection of the State. We
say: ‘“We will put fire protection under the
control of municipalities and the Govern-
ment, as ihe people ought to have a say
in the matter of, protection against live.”’
I have merely suggested an extension of
that prineiple. 1 believe that a permanent
eure for unemployment lies in that direction
alone. Public credit should be controlled
by the people for the benefit of the people.
In Great Britain the depression has been
acute for 14 or 15 years. I remember read-
ing in 1926, eight years ago, that prominent
business men of Great Britain said they
saw the sliver lining, the sizns of recovery.
They are still seeing signs of reeovary,
the same signs; and for years to eome they
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will cominue 10 see signs of reeovery, but
not recovery itself, Lor that is impossible
under the exisiing capitalistic system. 1
admit that a State Government iz unable

to do what I contend is neeessarv. In its
sphere n State Government can merely
alleviute  the unemployment trouble by

Judicious spending. 1t is the general view
-—the member for IPerth (Mr. Needham) ex-
pressed it earlier in this sitting—that if a
Government is going to expend monev by
way ol relief, it should expend that money
on works which will be reproductive. That
1% Lhe aecepled view. [ suppese 99 persons
in 100 would zav that Ihat is what a Gaov-
crimnent should do if it is going to use
money for uncmplovment relief, that it
should expend the money on reproductive
warks. T mav be out of step, bul I hold
that view to he wrong. Spending money
reproductively means, T fake it, that a Gov-
ernment should =pend on, for example, land
settlement. The land which is eleared as a
resnlt of the expenditure is settled, stuff is
produced and then marketed on an already
clutied market. forcing prices down
fuarther, with the result that the second
state i« worse than the first. If the money
ix spent on n drainage svstem, the same
pozition results, The wages of the workers
engraged for the time will he used in pur-
chasing commeodities on the market, but
when the drained land comes into usee there
is siply additional produre thrown on an
already glutted market. and down go priees
further.

My, Doney: But (haf eondition is not per-
wanent.

AMr. TONKTIN: We have no proof of that.

Mr. Douney: We have no proof of the
opposite, either.

Alr. TONKIN: My view is that it is tar
better to spend monev on parks and roads
and buildings. If a number of men are en-
vaged on road-making, the whole of their
wages can come in as purchasing power, w0
helping o elear goods already on the market.
The road need not- be purchased by any-
hody subsequently: it does nof come on the
market to glut the markei. The same thing
applies to buildings. All the money =pent
in wazes for (he construction of buildings
maes to buy products already existent. and
there is no fovther produce thrown on the
market as the rvezult of the cxpenditure.
This was exemplified in Franee some vears
azo.  Just after the war the French Gov-
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ernment had a good deal of money. To
ruote only two sources from which the
French Government received that money, lat
me say that the Government made a big pro-
fit on the operation of the Bank of France
and also received large amounts from tour-
isi= who flocked into the ¢ouniry to visit the
battlefields, The French Government used
those funds net in any reproductive way
but to reconstruct devastated areas and to
re-erect buildings which had been torn down
or destroved. All that additional noney,
puid in wages, helped to clear produce ofl
the Freneh markets, with the result that
manufacturers extended their husinesses and
needed additional employees, who enine in
Erom Coreign countries because there were
not suflteient workers available in France to
fill the positions. That state of things con-
tinued for seme time, but the fillip thus
viven to French business caused manufac-
turers to extend their plant so tremendously
that very soon when the money gave out the
original poliey c¢ould not be continued. The
markets becoming glutted, France had the
same unemployinent trouble as other coun-
tries. However, as hon. members will re-
collect. France was some years later than
other nations in falling into a state of de-
pression. I darve say the member for Ned-
lands {Hon. N. Keenan), if he were in hix
seat, would say, as he said last year, that ]
was  showing rematkable originality of
thought: and prebably the hon. member
would o on to say now, as he said last
veal. that in the search for originality it
was possible fo run riof with the rules of
common sense. I suppose the hon. member,
kad he lived in the time of Columbus, woul:l
have been found among those who told
Colunmbus that his originality was running
riot with the rules of common sense in say-
ing that the world was round whercas scient-
istz #aid it was flat. Again, [ suppose that
it someonc had said to the hon. member 30
vears ago that the time would come when
persons would be able to speak ncross a con-
tinent or even around the world in less time
than the hon. member took to adjust his
inonocle, the hon. memher would have re-
plied, “That is allowing originality to run
riot with the rules of common sense.” My
view is that the hon. member is unable to
et out of the rnt. Anr illustration of that
occurred in bis speech of this afternoon. He
cannot approciate the altered conditions of
the modern worlid. 1 do not doubt his sin-
ceritv: he helieves what he savs, but he i
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out of date, T hope he will coneede my sin-
cerity. However, our views ave in divect con-
fliet, and time alone will show who is right.
For the present, nevertheless, I think we
can both subseribe to what Robert Brown-
ing expressed in the following lines, with
which T shall conclude my speech:—

Tle common
one’s—

Ts, not to fancy what weve fair in life

Provided it could be; but, finding first

What may be, then find how to m ke it fair

Up to our means; a very different thing!

No abstract, intellectual plan of life,

Quite irrespective of life’s plainest laws,

But one a man, who is a man, and nothing
more,

May lead .

problem—yours, mine, every

The member for Nedlands night, with me,
subseribe to those sentiments, even though
our views are opposite, Indeed, they are
sentiments to which I believe every member
of this Chamber can troly subscribe.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[8.0]: One thing that has struck me during
the dehate is that Ministerial members are
quite satisfied the unemployment position is
improving. It may be true that there are
fewer men in receipt of sustenance now than
there were 12 months ago, hut I am afraid
that has resulted becanse more men are
employed on Government relief works. T
would be only too delighted te give the
Minister for Employment eredit for what
he has been able to do to reduce the number
of men out of work in this State, hut 1
notice from to-day’s “West Australian’ that
the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth
claims that the Federal Government are re-
sponsible for the decreased unemployment
throughout Australia.

The Premier: We are hoth at it—"“me and
the Prime Minister.”

My, McLARTY: I do not know thaf the
men who are unemployed will worry as to
who is responsible, so long as they secure
work, No doubt the Minister for Employ-
ment and the Prime Minister will diseuss
this matter during the next few weeks. Tt
is good, and undoubtedly wise, for members
to endeavour to create a fecling of optimism
in these days, and T hope they will succeed.
One of the hest things that has happened
since we met last has been the improvement
in connection with wheat, Although I ve-
present an agricultural constitueney, I have
no wheat-growers in my electovate. Never-
theless, all who reside outside the wheat
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areas are delighted to know that wheat
prices are improving and that, in conse-
quence, the farmers growing that eommodity
will have some hope for the future.

Mr. Wilson: The price is down ugain
to-day.

Mr. Patrick : That is not perinanent.

Mr. McLARTY : I renlise that the price
is fluetuating, but the indications are that
the farmers ave in for a better time than
they have experienced for some years past.
T regret that wool is not in as correspond-
ingly a satisfactory position as wheat, but
if what the experts tell ns is true—and in
these days we have to listen to expert ad-
vice—the statistical position of wool is
sound, even though the Furopean political
situation is somewhat mixed. I feel, there-
fore, that there is hope for the woolgrowers
as well. To my mind, oue of the greatest
drawhacks from which Australia is snffering
to-day is the uncertainty of the politieal
situation. There is no doubt that that un-
certainty bas created a tremendous amount
of uneasiness.

Ar. Hegney: Surely you are not worrying
about this State.

Mr, Lambert: Do you think we are be-
coming Bolshevist.

Mr, McLARTY : In reply to the member
for Middle Swan (3Mr, Hegney), I believe
Western Australia has less to fear politie-
aully than the rest of Australia.

The Premier: The people here are well
served.

Mr. McLARTY : 1 should have said that
the position in Western Australia is not so
bad as that of some other parts of the Com-
monwealth,

The Minister for Justice: You had better
leave it at your original statement.

My, MeLARTY: Throughout Australia
there is a feeling of uncertainty, and I do
not know how the diffieulty c¢an he over-
come. I believe that the system of three-
vear Parliaments has something to de with
it. Under that system, there is not sufficient
continuity of policy and continuously, in
some part or another of the Commonwealth,
we find eleetions in progress, with candidates
promising the people what they will do.
To my mind, the time has come when we
could do with fewer clections and also with
fewer politicians.

Mr, Sleeman: We could do with 0 less
here.

My, MeLARTY: 1 do not agree with the
hon, member, We are still talking u great
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deal about the return to prosperity and to
normal conditions. In that regard, I can-
not agvee with the remarks of the member
for North-East Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin). I
believe the only pessible hope of returning
o prosperity is by raising the price levels
of our primary produets. How can that he
done? Only by the organisation of our
primary producers,

Myr. Lamberi:
washing.

The Minister for Justice: Governments
will have a word to say about that, too.

Mr, MeLARTY: Something of the sort
is necegsary. Those primary industries thal
are  organised or  have received Gov-
crnment hely, are in a hetter position than
those without organisation.

Mr. J. MacCallum Smith: Wool is up,
Loo.

Mr. MeLARTY : It may be inguived why
Governments should be asked to help in the
organisation of primary producers. We
know from experience that producers are
unable to present a united front or to organ-
ize properly, withont Government aid.

Mr. Lamhert: Would yon advoecate cut-
ting out the middleman and allowing the
primary producers to have the full produet
of their labonr?

Mr, MeLARTY : As far as possible, yes.

Mr. Lambert: Would you cut cut the trad-
ing banks, which are the biggest offenders?

My, McLARTY : I do not desire to enter
into a discussion with the hon. member.

*Mr. Lambert: You know vou are—

Member: Kite-flying!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! These interjec-
tions arve distinetly out of order.

Mr, MeLARTY : My views would not co-
incide with those of the member for Yil-
earn-Coolgardic (Mr. Lambert). The time
has arrived when a large section of the pri-
mary producers should have the right to ask
tor organised marketing, and the producer
should have the right to determine what
levislation should prevail. Tt is the duty of
Ciovernments, both State and Federal, to dv
all that is possible o help the producers to
lind markets for their preducts.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Would
“organized marketing” ?

My, M¢cLARTY: Yes.

Mr. J. T, Smith: Will yon explain that
ferin?

Taking in each other's

vou favour
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My, MeLARTY: There is still a great
deal of talk about Imperial preference, both
in the Motherland and in Australia. T am
certain that in the near future we shali hear
considerably more about Imperial prefer-
enee. That being so, it is nceessary for us
to ascertain what England wil! requirve most,
and our primary producers should be en-
couraged (o grow those eommodities in order
to supply the market. In my opinion, it may
be advisable to establish trade commissioners
in other lands. The South Australian Trade
Comuissioner, Mr. MeCann, has done exeel-
lent work in England for his State. With
the possibility of markets for us in the Near
East and in other parts, we would be well
advised to appoint trade commissioners our-
selves, I notice that the tone of the Lieut.-
Governor's Speech was quite optimistic re-
garding the dairving industry, and 1 hope
His Excelleney’s prophecies will prove cor-
rect. That section of our primary producers
will, in the near future, have the right to
say whether they will accept the all-Austra-
lian agreement, which will give them an
opportunity to organise theiv industry. I
am sure the producers will agree to aceept
the scheme. If they do not, the industry
will he in a chaotic condition and one author-
ity, T note, prophecies that our producers
will not receive more than 6d. per lh. for
their butter fat, if the ngreement he not
accepted. T wish o vefer for a moment to
people who are going on the land at the
present juncture. There are still quite a
number who desire to mo on the land and it
is essenfial that the Government take some
aetion to advise those people as to what they
should grow. Only recently we had the spec-
tacle of the Commonwealth Government pro-
viding £10,000 in order to subsidise man-
darin growers so that they could grub out
trecs. Some of the Governmenis in the East-
ern States also intended subsidising growers.
There are still people who desire to grow
truit and other products for which there is
to-day but little demand. That emphasises
the necessity for organtsation, and those per-
sons to whom I have referred should be ad-
vised as to what they should grow. I am
sorry that experimental farms have not heen
established in the irrigation areas. During
next swmmer, thousands of acres of fresh
country will come under irrigation condi-
tions. Most of the settlers concerned have
not vet had any experience in connection
with irvigation wmatters, and the delay in the
establishment of an irrigation experimental
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farm will be a distinct loss to these indivi-
duals. It is admitted that considerable losses
are enlailed through farmers having to gain
their experienee, particularly in this new
form of farming. All the irrigation dis-
tricts in the Eastern States have experi-
mental Earms where settlers ean go to ascer-
tain how water is used, how the crops nre
arowi, how rotational cropping is conducted,
and so forth. In this State we have had no
such experience to work on and it would
pay the Government handsomely to borrow
the services of some cxperimental officer
from the Eastern States. I feel sure advice
of rhat deseription could he obtained easily.
They have thousands of acres under culti-
vation; they have their agrostologists, and
they have gained an immense amount of ex-

perience. |t may not be generally recog-
nised that one of the greatest losses
in irrigation oaveas was the result of

over-watering. Tt is necessary for the Min-
isier to keep a very close eye on what is
happening now in the irrigation areas. [
agree with the Leader of the Opposition in
his statement that the present chairman of
the [rrigation Board {Mr. Munt) has
teo much to do. He has plenty of abil-
ity, but he is under Secretary for Works,
Chairman of the Transport Boeard and
Chairman of the Irrigation Board. Now is
the time when the frrigation Board should
keep closely in toueh with the settlers in the
areas they control. T would like to see the
Minister convene a conference at an early
date of representatives of the settlers and
members of the Trrigation Beard in order
that he might learn exactly the position that
obtains in those areas. Such a conference
would be of considerable advantage to the
disiriets concerned. We have heard a good
deal latelv about the farming conditions in
this State. T do not propose to enter into
a discourse upon that subject to-night, for
the Premier has promised that we shall have
an opportunity to disenss the report of the
Roval Commission on the Agricultural Bank
at a later date, and so T will leave anything
I have to say until then. But I do ihink
the time has arrived when there should he
a national stocktaking of ouwr farmers, |
cannot lelp feeling that things ave not a«
they should be. Under present conditions,
a great number of our farmers are nmable
to give of their best. TFor this 1 do not lay
the blame at the door of any particular Gov-
ernment, for thal would he unjust, but ]
hope that in the near [uture the favmers
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will know how they stand, and that ome
definite plan will be evoived tor their assist-
ance, | am sorry to hear that the proposed
secession delegation is to he sent to the Old
Country without a Minisier of the Crown.
I had hoped that a strang delegation. rep-
resentative of all parties in the Honse, would
be sent. 1 know it is diltienlr tor the Pre-
wier to leave the State CLor any length of
time. but it it i= not pessible for the D’re-
nmier to lead this delegation, 1T hope he will
send one of his Mivislters. Some members
smiile, but it nmst be remewbered that an
overwhelming majorily of the clectors have
expressed an opinion. That opinion =hould
he respected, and to show proper respect we
should send the strongest possible delegation
to present the Case to the lmperial Parlia-
ment. In my view, no delegation would he
properly vepresentative unless accompanieil
by the Premier or sowe other Mimster of
the Crown.

AMr. Tonkin: Which Minister do vou wish
to get rid of?

Mr. MeLARTY: Not any in particulay,
and 1 would offer no objection to any Min-
ister detailed to aceompany this delegation.
There is considerable sympathy for West-
ern Australia thronghout the Commonwealth.
AMany people in Australin do not regard this
as a joke, but are wondering what is to come

out of it. 1 feel certain that unless -ome-
thing does vome out of it, unification
will bhe brought about. The Leader of
the XNationalist 1’arty to-night showed

us that already half our income i ear-
mavked for iunterest payments. [f that
be so, it is easy for anyvome to foresee
the stranglehold of the Commtonwealth upon
Western  Austratia  becoming  greater and
greater. [t is the fixed intention of certain
people to hring about unification, which
would nmean the end of Western \ustralia
as a selt-governing State. Al of uvs, ivre-
spective of pacty, should be grateful to the
Minister tor Tndustries for the way in which
he is pushing the local products campaign,
He has rightly told the people that if enly
they will purchase local products to the tull-
est, there will he no unemplovment in this
State and that it will very largely help us
over our difficulties. It ix not easy to under-
stand why our people should require -o
much wrging, and I hope that as a resubt of
the Minizter's persistent campaign eople
will agree to purchase and so suppor! our
loral products.
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MR. CLOTHIER (Maylands) [$.20]:
Twelve months ago, as a new member I
listened atlentively 1o His Excelleney’s open-
ing speech, [ did so again on the 2nd of
this wonth, and was duly impressed with the
recital of the progress made during the 12
months, and particularly with the references
to mining, the wheat and flour industry, edu-
cation, sewerage and metropolitan public
works. In the mining industry at present
there are over 2,000 young men trying to
wain a livelihood independently of outside
assistance. At Broad Arrow recently [ went
to see some of my constituents, having heard
that they were drinking and not carrying out
their duties.

Myr. Thorn: They get only water to drink
ap there,

Mr. CLOTHIER: Yes, that is so, How-
ever, on going amongst then [ found that
they were doing quite well and behaving
themselves in every respeet. Too much
praise cannot he given to the Minister for
Mines for his very fine scheme in providing
employment lor so many voung fellows.
Certainly no member of the Opposition ever
thought of doing the same when that party
were in office, As for Lhe wheat prices, we
ave  all delighted with the improvement
shown, and T hope that wheat will be up
to 4s. before the end of the vear. However,
[ do ohjeet when T find that as soon as there
ig a rise in the priee of wheat, the master
bakers get together with the result that up
goes the price of bread. [t is an unjust state
of affaire, especinlly when we know that
some of the master bakers have to-day at
leasi 100 tons of Hour in their stoves. In
those viveumstances, it is entively wrong to
increase the price of bread. [ szee that some-
thing is to he done about education and
the Universitv. Touching the [University,
one matter that should be brought forward
here is the training of medical practitioners.
At present o young man wishing to undergo
that training has to transfer himself to the
Fastern States for the neeessary education.
Over there he gets his training for two or
three vears, and then has to vome hack here
to practiee, We lave a University second

to  mone in the Comnonwealth.  Yet
our fulure doctors have o go to
the Fastern States lor  their  learn-
inz  hetore  taking wp  practice in this
State, 1 am glad to ~ee the progress

madle in sewernwe works in varions centres.
Condilions at some ot Lhe schools at May-
land= and A1, Lawley are dizsgraceful. How-

105

“ever, L do not desire auy alteration to be

made there, because 1 understand the
sewerage is coming, which will save a lot
of expenze. 1f | thought Lhe sewerage was
not coming, I would fight hard for septic
tanks at our schools in the interests ot the
children’s health. The appointment of the
Minister for BEmployment was well warran-
ted, and I am sure that gentleman is earry-
ing out his job excellently. When he took
on that position, £7,127 per week was being
spent on sustcnance, as against £1,787 at
the present time.  Also the number of per-
sons then receiving sustenanee was (3,203,
whereas to-day that number has been re-
duced to 1,196, Most of those still on the
list are men in C grade, fuite untit for
heavy work. The idea of the Minister, [
wunderstand, is to get back the previous
standard of living, which was the natural
heritage of our men, women and children.
Another thing the Minister has at heart is
the advancement of local industry. How-
ever, other members have spoken on this,
and it is no use my going over the ground
again, but 1 may be permitted to state it
us wy conviction thai one cannot buy bet-
ter boots than those made in Western Aus-
tralia, which are second to none in the Com-
monwealth. T am told that the children in
the schools are not taught the importance
of buying local products.  The teachers
ought to be instructed by the Minister for
Edueuntion that at certain times each week
every child should be impressed with the
advantage of buying ounly those things
which are locally made. It would be one
way of assisting the campaign. Sooner or
later it will have to be done. If the child-
ren were taught this at school, they wonld
g0 home and shame their parents into ear-
rying out that very sound policy.

Mr. Hegney: That is heing done in some
of the schools.

My, CLOTHIER : Presently we shall have
the Minister going back to the prineiple
of one man, one jobh, which would give a
much better chanee to our ydung men.

Mr. Thorn: That ix not carvied out to-
day.

Mr. CLOTHIER: Yes it is, with me at
any rate. T am told that to-day the timber
mills are all working. That moes 1o show
that we are gaining some ground. Omne
thinz 1 would eonpratulate the JMimister
upon is the consideration he has shown to
sustenance men rereiving pension=. hut sub-
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ject to disabilities.
being attended to. Accusations have been
hurled af the Government on the score of
the Transport Board. In wmy view it is a
pity that board was not created many vears
ago, and 1 hope that in 12 months’ time
the people will be perfectly satistied with
the work of that board. Another matter,
a rather tieklish question never introduced
in Western Australia before, has heen men-
tioned to me by a man from Queensland, who
informs me that in thai State the loeal
authorities give to expectant mothers the
wives of men on sustenance, a little extra
cash to help them over their time of trial.
In my view, the same prineiple should he
introduced here, becanse children born of in-
digent parents, cannot get sufficient nourish-
ment, and so develop into absolute weeds.

The Minister for Employment: We are
providing extra sustenance work for the
hushands of expectant mothers.

My, CLOTHIER : [ eongratulate the Gov-
ernment upon the work they have done in
my electorate during the past 12 menths.
The member for Subiaco remarked upon a
drain which he said was in Maylands.

Mr. Hegney: That is in Middle Swan.

Mr. CLOTHIER : Yes, but the hon. mem-
ber said it was in Maylands. Work on
that project has ceased two or three times,
but the Government are now carrying on
the drain, although the section whiel is in
Middle Swan will not return much revenue
because there are very few honses to be
served. However, the next section will be
in a thiekly populated part of Mavlands.

Mr. Hepney interjected.

My, CLOTHIER: The interjection of the
member for Middle Swan reminds me thar
I wish to refer to the new bridge at Garratt-
road. This maiter was mentioned when Mr.
R. T. Robinson was a member of the House.
and T helieve that it was also mentioned by
Mr. Seaddan. The peninsula where the aeve-
drome is located suffers from tack of trans-
pori facilities. People coming from the
acrodrome have to walk one and a half
miles or two miles to the fram and two and
a half miles to the train. TIn the event of
the bridge heing constructed, s bus serviee
could be earried through Belmont and acros
the bridge to earry all that trafic. T intend
to appeal to the Perth Road Board and the
Bayswater Road Board to nndertake veclam-
ation of some of the land in the vicinity and
enable that fraffic to be catered for. Ther

Their cuses are all’
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is a thickly populated area containing some
300 or 400 houses, and the traffic thosc
residents would provide, together with the
traffic to the aerodrome, would, I believe,

make the service a pavable proposi-
tion. I am pleased that the Govern-
meng have appointed inspectors to en-
sure that the awards of the Avrbifration

Conrt are observed, and to carry out other
official duties. It is gratifying to find
that the people of Perth ave perfectly satis-
fled with the State’s prospeets. I have in
mind particularly the incrveased aectivity in
the building trade. People must have con-
stderable faith in our city and State or they
would not have committed themselves to sueh
large expenditure on buildings.

On motion by Mr. Brockman, debate ad-

Journed.

House adjourned af 8.32 pm,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.an.. and read pravers,

QUESTION--HOSPITAL FUND
(CONTRIBUTIONS) ACT.

H. SEDDOXN asked the Chiet See-
What was the total amount received
under “The Hospital Fund (Contributions)
Act, 1930," For the vears ended 30th June,
1933 and 1934, respectively?

The CHIEF SECHRETARY replied: The
total amount for the Hospital Fund (Con-
tribufions) Act was: Year ended 30th June,
1933, £146,042 10s. 4d.; year cnded 30th
June, 1934, £154,228 5s. 11d.

Hon.



